
t 

For Release Thursday . 'y'ifi-
November 25, 1943 '..'.:'•::• ,.,,.•,.,•.;.. i. PR-20 

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
,|,v: I, ,,'11,. WAGE AND HOUE DIVISION 

y i ' - i '/•'i 165 West 46th Street _,, / i- '" 'f '. - ''̂  ''''yi'':y 
..": yt-^."'i".::::i-". ' y'": New York 19, New York '•''""̂'• •-

y ' ' f ' yA" t : ' ^ - r ' t . y . ' ' " ' : ' ' . . ' : ; ' ' y ' i • • ' '̂i'" iy l" . ' " :^^ ' ' . . ' ' ' ^ ' i - ' y ^ ' ^ ' ' - . . ,,' ' ' .' :̂ , ' 
• '•:':. '• • y 

:."t WAGE-HOUR ENFORCEMENT POLICY FOR LAUNDRIES AND LINSl̂ I SUPPLY COMPAl̂ ilES ' 

•With the Wage and Hour 'Division of the U. S. Department of Labor withdraw
ing under r ecen t Court dec i s ions from enforcement a g a i n s t l a u n d r i e s and l i n e n 
supply companies most of whose t r a n s a c t i o n s a r e l o c a l , L. Metcalfe Wall ing, Ad
m i n i s t r a t o r today appealed to the s t a t e s to take ac t i on to p r o t e c t t h i s group 
of workers i n what i s t r a d i t i o n a l l y one of the lowest pa id i n d u s t r i e s . 

"Twenty-six s t a t e s have minimura wage p r o v i s i o n s for women and minors , " 
Mr. Wall ing s a i d . "Tvrenty-two a t p re sen t have se t s t a t e minimums f o r laundry 
workers . In the absence of Federal enforcement of wa.ge and hour s t andards in 
a p a r t of the laundry f i e l d , i t becomes doubly important t h a t S t a t e enforcement 
be v i g i l a n t where l ega l minima a re a l r eady e s t a b l i s h e d and tha t o ther s t a t e s 
s t e p in where p o s s i b l e to p reven t e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

"I announced tha t pending a dec i s ion by the United S t a t e s Supreme Court i n 
d i c a t i n g the scot>e of the s e c t i o n 13(a ) (2 ) exemption from the wage-hour a c t , no 
enforcement proceedings under the a c t would be i n s t i t u t e d by t h e Div i s ions 
a g a i n s t l a u n d r i e s and l i n e n sup-cly firras ope ra t ing p r i m a r i l y in i n t r a s t a t e com.-̂  
merce. (Release E-1995.) This a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p o l i c y was based l a r g e l y on the 
dec i s i on of the Circiait Court of Appeals for the S ix th C i r c u i t in the case of 
Lonas v. Na t iona l Linen Service Corp. and on vary ing i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of the 
sec t ion 13(a ) (2 ) exem-otion by the c o u r t s . 

" In view of the f a c t tha t the United S t a t e s Supreme Court has denied 
c e r t i o r a r i in the Lonas case , I have decided to continue the D i v i s i o n s ' p o l i c y 
of not i n s t i t u t i n g enforcement proceedings under the Fa i r Labor Standards Act 
aga ins t l a u n d r i e s and l i nen supply firms the g r ea t e r p a r t of whose s e r v i c i n g i s 
in i n t r a s t a t e commerce, un le s s the Supreme Court l a t e r should decide tha t the 
exemption i s i n a p p l i c a b l e to e s t ab l i shmen t s se rv ing commercial and irdus t r i a l 
cus tomers . This po l i cy w i l l not apply to a laundry es tabl ishment performing any 
opera t ion on goods in the p rocess of manufacture. 

"Other c i r c u i t cour t s of appea l s have i n d i c a t e d tha t t he sec t ion 13(a ) (2 ) 
exemption does not ax)ply to e s t ab l i shment s engaged in vrork for commercial and 
i n d u s t r i a l customers, (Guess v . Montague, C.C.A. 4; Wall ing v. Sondock, G.C,A. 5; 
Wallinig V. Kirschbaum, C.C.A. 3 . ) In view of these dec i s ions the Divis ion v d l l 
adhere to i t s genera l p o s i t i o n with r e s pec t to s e r v i c e es tab l i shments other than 
l a u n d r i e s and l i n e n supnly f i rms as expressed in I n t e r p r e t a t i v e B u l l e t i n No. 6. 
Therefore, the enforceraent p o l i c y announced in t h i s r e l e a s e i s l im i t ed to 
l a u n d r i e s and l i n e n sup-oly firms on ly . " . - , ' ' . 
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